Themes and Symbols in The Odyssey
A theme is defined as the big or ______________________ message of a piece of literature.  

A theme is usually only one sentence long and can is not directly about the story.  A theme relates to the story you are reading.

Themes in The Odyssey
· Mankind will struggle with temptation.

· The use of intelligence is far more powerful for humans than physical strength.

· People will always yearn for family and friendship throughout their lives.

· Being in control of one’s emotions is an important but difficult thing to master.

· All people must learn to be humble even if their talents or powers are great.

A symbols is defined as a physical object that represents a larger ____________ or emotion.

Symbols in The Odyssey  

Food-_____________________________________________________________
Weapons-______________________________________________________________
The Sea-______________________________________________________________
Dreams-______________________________________________________________
Disguises-______________________________________________________________
Odysseus’ and Penelope’s bed-______________________________________________________________
