Summary: Part One Homer’s The Odyssey
Episode I: Escape from Calypso 

Gone for nearly twenty years, Lord Zeus is convinced to take mercy on Odysseus by his daughter Athena.  Athena begs her father to allow the great hero from the Trojan War to finally go home to Ithaca because she feels Odysseus has suffered enough.  Zeus, always willing to listen to his favorite daughter, agrees and sends the messenger god Hermes to free Odysseus.

Upon receiving the orders from Zeus, Calypso becomes heartbroken and reluctantly allows Odysseus to return to Ithaca.  She has fallen in love with Odysseus and keeps him as a prisoner.  Odysseus, who sits day after day on the shoreline crying for his home and wife, is a man who is broken emotionally.  After informing Odysseus of his release, Calypso warns Odysseus that many dangers will await him when he returns to his home city of Ithaca.

Episode One Questions
1. According to the passage, how long is Odysseus away from home?

2. Explain how Odysseus is freed from Calypso.  Explain who spoke up for Odysseus and why this goddess felt the need to help our hero.

3. What message does Calypso give Odysseus before he leaves her island?
4. What, where, or who is Ithaca?
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Vocabulary: Please log in the words to your Frayer model.

1. Begs- to ask for a favor from someone

2. Heartbroken- full of great sadness or grief

3. Reluctantly- unwilling

4. Await- to be waiting for
Episode II: Arrival on the Island of Phaecia (Fay-e-she-a) and the story of the Cicones (See-cone-es)
King Odysseus is sent back home to Ithaca by Calypso on a small raft she provided him.  While at sea, the sea god Poseidon spots Odysseus and attempts to drown him.  The giant wave Poseidon sends to sink Odysseus’ small raft sends Odysseus away from Ithaca and to the Island of Phaecia.
A beautiful princess discovers Odysseus on the shore of Phaecia.  Because he is half dead and starving, she quickly takes him back to her father’s palace for help.  The King of Phacecia, Alcinous (Al-sin-oo-us), takes Odysseus in, feeds him, gives him new clothes, and holds a party in his honor.

At the party King Odysseus is asked by King Alcinous to tell his story.  Everyone at the party can sense Odysseus is a great and important man. 

Odysseus begins telling his story as a flashback, filling in all the details of his great adventure.    Most of The Odyssey will be told as a flashback, all except the final chapter, where Odysseus returns to his hometown of Ithaca.  

The first story Odysseus tells is of his arrival on the island of the Cicones.  This is the first place Odysseus stops after he leaves the Trojan War.  He and his men stop here for nothing more than to rob the people of food and goods.  After defeating the Cicones’ army in battle, Odysseus and his men foolishly hold a party on the island.  They eat and drink too much and are caught off guard when the Cicones attack again the following morning.  Odysseus loses many men because he did not believe his army could be defeated.  

Questions
1. Who tries to keep Odysseus from going back home to Ithaca?  What does this god do to keep Odysseus from getting back home?

2. Which island does Odysseus end up on instead of Ithaca?  Who is the king of this island?

3. How will most of The Odyssey be told by Odysseus?
4. Where was Odysseus first stop after he left the Trojan War?  What mistake did he make on this stop?  
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Please log in the words to your Frayer Model. 

1. Raft- a small ship

2. Flashback- when a character in a story tells or thinks of a past event or memory   

Episode III: The Land of the Lotus Eaters   

As Odysseus continues to tell his story to King Alcinous, he tells of his second stop: The Land of the Lotus Eaters.
On this island are many friendly people who love to eat the lotus flower.  The flower makes you want to forget all of your problems and sit around all day with a happy feeling.  
Some of Odysseus’ men eat the flower and become lazy and forgetful of home. Odysseus, upset by their behavior, physically carries ten of his men aboard his ship, ties them up, and leaves the island forever.  He wishes only to see his wife and home, to honor his responsibilities as a king.

Questions

1. What on the Island of the Lotus Eaters is dangerous to Odysseus and his men?  Why is this object dangerous?

2. Please list three character traits Odysseus shows as a leader in episode III.

